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Synopsis of the talk 
Finding new treatments for antibiotic-resistant infections is hard, especially for those who form 
chronic infections that often require months of therapy and are prone to further resistance 
development.  This talk will discuss the challenges of new antibiotic discovery from a chemical 
and clinical perspective.  Then, using two contrasting examples, I will first discuss our efforts to 
find treatments for persistent/biofilm Staphylococcus aureus infections using hybrid antibiotics; 
then, secondly, I will discuss our efforts on how to turn intrinsic resistance in Mycobacterium 
abscessus against itself using a prodrug approach. Both these studies use a mechanistic 
understanding of drug action to advance their respective programs, and unpublished data will be 
presented in this talk. 
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